
Spruce Pine
In Spruce Pine we recommend you visit the Toe River Arts Gallery (TRAC) and the Home of the Perfect 
Christmas Tree shop right across the street. You can find several eateries in the area.

We also recommend you plan to go inside the building at 31 Cross Street. It used to be a hosiery mill and 
the construction of the building is worth seeing, especially the floors and enormous open areas and wooden 
beams. If you do stop there, please thank the folks at Whitson Electric for letting us use their bucket truck to 
put up the quilt blocks.

There is an antique shop you can visit (Heirloom Jewel) and another gallery near the Parkway (Pine 
Crossings). That gallery is not far from the Blue Ridge Parkway so you may want to visit the Mineral 
Museum since you will be so close.

When you get to the Parkway you can turn left (North) on the Blue Ridge Parkway to go to the Orchard at 
Altapass. Or you can turn right onto the Parkway and go down to Hwy 80 and pick up the Celo Trail at 
Little Switzerland.

Since the Parkway is so close, another option is to get a box lunch and enjoy it on the Parkway as there are 
many scenic pullouts to enjoy.

We have put directions on some of the pages to help you find the blocks and plan your trip. 

This trail can dovetail with Bakersville, 
and Celo-Parkway Trails.

Make sure you start with a full tank of gas.

NOTE: While we try hard to keep the maps and Tour 
Guides updated, blocks are going up all the time and 
the maps and guides may not always be up-to-date. If 
you spot a block not on the map, take a picture if you 
can and email it to us so we can update the map and 
guide both for the next printing and for the internet. (In 
other words - become one of our volunteers!!)
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SPRUCE PINE TRAIL
Estimated driving time from Burnsville: 2 hours

Allow time to tour Penland School of  Crafts. Visit 
their gift shop and coffee shop.

Visit the building at Cross St. in Spruce Pine. It is 
amazing inside. And while you’re there, thank 
Whitson Electric for letting us use their bucket truck 
to put up most of  the quilt blocks!

Shop at The Home of  the Perfect Christmas Tree in 
Spruce Pine and the TRAC Gallery across the 
street.

Enjoy lunch or a snack at DT’s restaurant in the 
Wylie Building, where you see Pick and Shovel.

The Pine Crossings block is very close to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. After visiting the gallery, you can 
get on the parkway and go south to Hwy 80 to the 
Celo Trail or visit the Orchard at Altapass in the 
other direction. The Mineral Museum is at the 
Parkway entrance.

This trail connects to the Arbuckle Trail, the 
Bakersville Trail and the Celo Trail via the Blue Ridge 
Parkway.



Cat Tracks and Snail Trails
Location: Penland School of Crafts Weaving Cabin
Designed by Martin Webster, Drafted by Barbara Webster, painted by Carolyn 
Bareford, installed by Ray Bell and Nick Briggs, Penland School of Crafts.

History written by:  Michelle Francis, 
    Penland School of Crafts   

In 1920, western North Carolina native, Lucy Calista Morgan (1889-
1991) arrived in Mitchell County to teach at the Appalachian School, 
an Episcopal mission school located near Penland, NC.  Soon after 
moving to the Penland area, Morgan met Susan Phillips then in her 
90s and a resident of the Wing community.   Aunt Susan, as she 
affectionately was known, had been an accomplished weaver in her 
younger years.  Lucy Morgan wrote about her visit to Susan Phillips in 
her memoir, Gift from the Hills. She mentions that most of Aunt 
Susan's coverlets were woven in the Cat's Track and Snail's Trail 
pattern in either blue and white, or rose madder, blue and white.

Inspired by Aunt Susan's beautiful coverlets and Lindsey-Woolsey 
yardage, Lucy Morgan established the Fireside Industries in 1923.  
The community craft cooperative was renamed the Penland Weavers 
and Potters in 1928 and in 1929 the fledging craft school was 
established.  Penland School of Handicrafts, as it was then known, 
incorporated in 1938.  
                               
Penland's quilt block, Cat's Tracks and Snail's Trails, is a design based 
on the coverlet pattern by the same name.  The coverlet pattern dates 
back to the early 1800s but the quilt block version of it is brand new, 
created just for the Quilt Trails of Western North Carolina, using a 
scan of a coverlet woven by Susan Phillips and donated to the archives 
of Penland School of Crafts by one of her descendants.
 
The block is mounted on the front the Weaving Cabin which was 
erected in May 1924 during a community log-raising.  The Weaving 
Cabin was the gathering place for the community weavers. Every 

This drafting pattern for 
painting yields the result 
below which was based on 
the weaving pattern seen at 
bottom.



Wheel of Fortune

Location: High Valley Construction, 6573 Hwy 226 S. Painted by 
Carole Pearson, Lana Brenna, Kathy Rose, Jane Greene, Valeree 
Harvard and Fayma Childs.

Story by Matt Buchanan

Our company began in 1976 performing various 
fabrication jobs. Our company has grown over the years 
and been molded into what we are today. Currently our 
main line of business is working on power generation 
turbines in large utility plants and power plants inside 
large industrial plants. 

We send workers to many states from Florida to 
Washington State, including several countries around the 
world. This is what our quilt block represents when you 
look at the round wheel. We see the blades on a turbine 
and this is what our business is built around  - working 
on and repairing these units. You will also see a cross in 
the middle (created by placement of the color) because 
we are a Christian-based family business.



Alaska

Location: 1149 Hamburg Rd., Bakersville. Drafted by Barbara 
Webster, Painted by.... Installed by Bille Shade.

Story by Bonnie Kuykendall

My husband is a native North Carolinian and I am a 
Pioneer Alaskan. Ten years ago we purchased 10 acres of 
the old Blackburn farm on Hamburg Rd. in Bakersville to 
eventually put our retirement home on. We finally realized 
that dream just over a year ago and love living in”God’s 
Country.”

The Quilt Trails has fascinated and captivated us from the 
very beginning. We hoped to combine our two 
backgrounds with the block and were delighted to discover 
there was a traditional quilt block called Alaska. So we 
used that block and painted it in the colors of North 
Carolina mountains (the greens) and Alaska vistas 
(purples).

This block is on the far side of 
the house from the approach. 
You will have to turn around 
to see it as you come back 
down the road.



Heirloom Jewel

Location:  J&R Country Antiques, 86 Jack Sullins Road, Spruce Pine. Drafted by Betty 
Altman. Painted by Richard and Joan Gregoire. Installed by Richard and Joan 
Gregoire.

Richard and Joan Gregoire were inspired to join the Quilt Trails Project while 
visiting their friends at Pine Crossings Store, the location of another quilt block 
in the town of Spruce Pine. Betty Altman, past President of Burnsville's 
Mountain Piecemaker's Quilt Guild, happened to be at Pine Crossings at the 
same time. Betty designed the Pine Crossings block and offered to help 
Richard and Joan with colors for their Heirloom Jewel block which is a 
traditional quilt block. Richard and Joan chose the Heirloom Jewel block 
because they feel that antiques are like heirloom jewels. Notice that the star in 
the block's center is actually made up of the facets of six colorful jewels. This 
quilt block also has a strong connection to the town's history; Spruce Pine is 
known as “The “Mineral City”.

The Gregoires moved to Spruce Pine by way of New England and Florida. 
Their store, J&R Country Antiques, features furniture, tools, lanterns, toys, and 
primitives, as well as replicas hand-crafted by Richard. The Gregoires said 
they liked the country way of living and looked for a place to open their 
Country Antique Shop.  They had camped in this area many times over the 
years and finally decided this was the place to settle down and open their 
Country Antique Shop.

Richard likes to work with wood. So he makes small tables, desk and candle 
stands. He likes to find old pieces of furniture and build a new one to look just 
like it. It is hard to tell his from the old ones so be sure and ask when you are 
visiting the store.

Story by Jeanne Powell



Maple Leaf

Location: 269 Oak Ave., Spruce Pine, NC. Drafted by Linda Walker, 
Painted by Fayma Childs, Deborah Palmer, and Anita Langan. 
Installed by Billy Wilkes.

This block called Maple Leaf, can be seen on the Toe 
River Arts Council building in Spruce Pine. We wanted 
to make the quilt trail for the Spruce Pine area mostly 
about trees (Christmas and otherwise) so we put the 
Maple Leaf block on the TRAC building.

TRAC was instrumental in launching the Quilt Trails 
project with a grant from Handmade in America. 
Because of their efforts, the project took on a life of its 
own and became the largest quilt trails project in the 
state.



Temperance Tree
Location: Corner of Oak and Crystal St. in Spruce Pine - Home of the Perfect 
Christmas Tree. Drafted by Linda Walker, painted by Fayma Childs, Ruth Peake, 
Anita Langan, and Deborah Palmer. Installed by the crew from Maggiola and 
Thomas and Assoc. with the help of Progress Energy.

This traditional quilt block was the perfect choice for the Home of 
the Perfect Christmas Tree in Spruce Pine. It was painted in colors 
that reflect scenes from the book of the same name and will be an 
easy block to make in fabric, being made entirely of squares and 
half square triangles. The patchwork nature of the block will make 
it fun to make from scraps. The block has an optical peculiarity 
about it. If you look at it from Oak St. the background appears to be 
an assortment of light grays. But if you look at it from the bottom of 
Crystal St., the background appears to be a warm tan.

The building, known as the Ellis building, was built in 1954 on the 
site of the original Post Office which had been built in 1928. The 
building was built by Harry Ellis around the original old Post Office 
building. The Chamber of Commerce now resides in the old post 
office part of the building. Later the building became a news center 
that sold newspapers and food and then it became a variety shop. 
The three story brick building has 9000 sq. ft. The Spruce Pine 
Chamber of Commerce now shares the building with The Home of 
the Perfect Christmas Tree.

Stop in the newly remodeled store for some delightful souvenirs.



Magic Carpet
Location: Blue Ridge Properties, 286 Oak Ave., Spruce Pine
Painted by: Carolyn Bareford, Barbara Webster and Cheryl Hughes
Installed by Keith Beam

Story by Wendy H. Bell

Like many residents of WNC, Sandi Dawson and her husband, 
Marvin, are  transplants from Florida. “When  we  began vacationing in 
the  mountains we were called Floridiots , but  after twenty-five years in 
the area, we are now Halfbacks. I consider that a compliment--don't 
you?” As a Kentucky transplant, myself, I certainly do. It sure beats 
Outlander -- the natives’ name for those of us whose roots run shallow in 
NC soil. But what outlanders and natives share, regardless of birthplace, 
is their love for this area that makes WNC home. As Sandi says, “the 
altitude, the people, and above all--the mountains. This is what drew us 
here and what keeps us here. Every day is like being on vacation.” They 
named their vacation home Mystic View because the charm of the 
mountains “almost like a magic spell,” kept drawing them back year after 
year. Twelve years ago, the Dawsons decided to stay put and settled in 
Little Switzerland. Both she and Marvin, a carpenter, are artists by 
hobby—he works primarily in stained glass and she is a potter. In fact it 
was the intention of becoming a professional potter that drew Sandi to 
WNC in the first place. Both took classes at John Campbell School and 
the house they bought had been a potter’s house--complete with studio 
space and a small gallery. However, Sandi’s day job, the real estate 
business,  took over, and although she still turns her wheel from time to 
time, she uses her Spruce Pine gallery, Blue Otter, to indulge her passion 
for fine crafts and antiques. The building that houses Sandi’s two 
businesses—Blue Ridge Properties and Blue Otter Gallery—is full of 
history. Over 100 years old, it is on the Historic National Register. 
Located on 286 Oak Avenue in Spruce Pine, it was originally home to a 
fire department. Later it served as the county jail and the marks of the 
cells are still visible in the concrete walls.  When the Lantz family bought 
it and turned it into a jewelry store, it became a fixture of downtown  
Spruce Pine for fifty years. In 1969 Jon Beatty married a daughter, 
Kathryn Lantz  and together they continued to run Lantz Jewelry Store 
until Jon decided it was time to retire and turn his hand to something 
else.  That something else just happened to be real estate so when Sandi 
and Marvin bought the property  in 2002,  Jon got his broker's license 
and is now an agent with Blue Ridge Properties—a seller of homes who 
continues to repair watches “as a hobby.”

The other side of the building is Blue Otter Gallery which showcases 
pottery, jewelry and woodworking—all made by WNC artisans. Sandi 
likes to think  that someone can buy a house and furnish it—all in the 
same place. What connects the two is the quilt square—Magic 
Carpet—whose blue and red pattern beautifully complements the 
building’s soft gray stone exterior. It is the focal point that draws people 
inside to admire and browse. Its traditional pattern reflects the history of 
the place—a past that the Dawsons treasure and hope to preserve. As she 



travels the byroads along the Blue Ridge Parkway with her clients, Sandi is always intrigued 
by the quilt squares on the picturesque old barns. She loves the colors and 'the concept of the 
Quilt Trail itself and wanted one to showcase her business. When she was eighteen, she made 
a quilt all by hand, a task that took a full year to complete. Although that fabric quilt is no 
longer around, she now has another to take its place, albeit in a different way.  For her, living 
in the Spruce Pine area is “like a magical carpet ride all the time. I am so grateful to the 
people who live here who allowed me to get on their carpet with them, and for outsiders 
moving in from somewhere else—just as we did—I want to share that ride with them. For me, 
one of the best parts of living here is meeting so many different people who appreciate this 
area as much as we do.” For those of us WNC transplants, living here is truly a ride on a 
Magic Carpet.



Pick and Shovel

Story by Janis Holder

The present-day Wylie Building on the lower street in Spruce Pine has its 

roots deep in the heart of the community and has experienced several 

incarnations during its lifetime. The building, restored by David and Pam 

Wylie and Cynthia Nash, currently stands as a prominent symbol of 

Spruce Pine's revitalization efforts. The building was erected in 1922 by 

one of the state's industrial pioneers, Colonel C. J. Harris (1854-1944), 

and began life in 1923 as the Spruce Pine Store Company. Harris and his 

brothers had purchased Jackson County's Carolina Clay Company in 

1888, renaming it the Harris Clay Company and jump-starting the clay 

industry in western North Carolina. The company mined clay, or kaolin, 

in Mitchell, Avery, Yancey, Jackson, Swain, and Haywood counties, and 

became important in supplying strategic military materials as a result of 

Harris's encouragement of scientific research methods. The quilt block 

speaks to the building’s mining history.

C. J. Harris incorporated the Spruce Pine Store Company in 

1910, when the town boasted about 100 people to support it. Harris 

wanted the location to form a natural trading center for an area that was 

seriously lacking access to trade goods and merchandise. At the time, the 

area's residents had to make a thirty-mile trek over rough dirt roads to 

Marion to shop; imagine their relief when they welcomed the business 

into its first small concrete block structure in 1917, allowing them to truly 

“buy local”. From the beginning, the store formed a gathering place for 

locals to buy supplies for their homes and share news with their 

neighbors. This remained the case when Harris opened the building at its 

new location in 1923.
The Spruce Pine Store Company continued operation in its 

prominent corner location for many years. The building was purchased by 
the Belk-Broome Company in 1954 and underwent extensive renovations 
to support the Southern department store's operations. According to a Tri-
County News article of November 3, 1955 (the day of the store's grand 
opening), “the walls and roof of the building are all that remain as they 
were when the alterations were started last summer.” Although the 
building was considered structurally sound before renovation, its 
transformation into a large department store required the removal of the 
entire front of the first floor to install new display windows and 
entrances, as well as lighting recommended by “illumination engineers”. 
Tile was laid over the hardwood floors, and the brick walls were covered 
with plaster. A dumbwaiter was installed to convey money and sales 
receipts to the second floor offices, and a time clock was used to keep 
track of employees' hours. 
The two-story Belk building boasted 16,000 square feet of space, with 
2,700 square feet devoted exclusively to men and boys, making it one of 
the largest stores for men and boys in western North Carolina. Ladies and 
children's ready-to-wear occupied two-thirds of the first floor, and the 
second floor included 5,400 square feet “devoted completely to the class 

Location: Corner of Oak and Crystal St. in Spruce Pine. Designed by Martin 
Webster, Painted by Estela Shakelford, Barbara Webster, Carole Pearson, Violet 
Metcalf, Carolyn Raichle, Fayma Childs, Cheryl Hughes, Miriam Savard, Ken 
Hoke and Margot Parker. Installed by Jeff Phillips, Michael Higgins, and Daryl 
Parks.



of merchandise that is commonly found in the basement store of a Belk operation”.  The Belk Company 
occupied the building until 1991.

The building remained vacant for ten years, until a Christmas Eve fire in 2001 forced David Wylie and 
his tenants out of their own Spruce Pine building. Becoming interested in the vacant building and its history, 
Wylie contacted local architect John Pierce Stevens and builder Charles Dowd, who examined the former Belk 
building. Once again it was pronounced structurally sound. Negotiations were finalized on January 15, 2002, 
with David Wylie and his wife Pam funding the Wylie Building project in the amount of $450,000 (later joined 
by partner Cynthia G. Nash). They began extensive renovations in keeping with the history of the building.
The Southern yellow pine floors and handmade brick walls were restored to their former glory, along with the 
1920s-era windows, which had been made on site. The original support timbers were found to have been 
hemlock, hewn by hand, a fact that perhaps contributed to the building's longevity. As renovations progressed, 
the pressed tin ceiling received a new coat of paint, the operational sprinkler system was retained, an elevator 
was added, and individual offices were created for the new tenants by adding new walls. Much of the wood 
trim in the building was recycled from the Belk store's shelving, including lighting fixtures, door frames and 
baseboards. Dressing rooms were given new life as closets and conference rooms, and glass office windows 
were designed and etched with indigenous flora of the North Carolina Mountains by local artist Trent Keller. 
The dumbwaiter and time clock remain as testaments to the building's history, and as conversation pieces for 
visiting residents to recall their shopping days at Belk and the Spruce Pine Store Company.

Now in its third incarnation, the building houses Wylie's accounting firm, attorneys, a stock broker, a 
mining consultant, counselors, a lending entity, an insurance agency, and both salesmen and entrepreneurs. 
Street level occupants include the Mitchell County Chamber of Commerce, the Mitchell County Economic 
Development Commission, the office of U.S. Representative Patrick McHenry, a specialty coffee shop/café 
and a gift shop. With its prominent corner location on Spruce Pine's lower street, the dignified Wylie building 
embraces its history, and continues to serve as a hub of the community.



Dogwood

Location: Spruce Pine Library, Drafted by Barbara Webster, Painted by Christine 
Strom, Deborah Palmer and Barbara Webster. Installed by Willow Johnson with 
the help of Wade Whitson and Whitson Electric’s bucket truck.

This block was installed to honor librarian Nuree Burns Hobson. She 
was born June 15, 1893 in the small town of Sandy Springs, SC. 
Even as a young child, her interest in reading was huge. It was only 
natural that she would become a librarian. She graduated from 
Asheville Normal School and became an elementary school teacher 
in Burnsville and Spruce Pine. Nuree had many friends in Yancey 
County, but one handsome young man, Zebulon Vance Hall, won her 
heart and soon wedding bells were ringing. 

The young couple lived in Yancey County but eventually settled 
in Mitchell County and raised two children, a daughter, Virginia and 
a son, Tommy. Her life centered on her family. Nuree was a 
wonderful cook and enjoyed testing recipes for Betty Crocker 
kitchens. In addition to spending time with her grandchildren, she 
enjoyed sewing, vegetable, and flower gardening and reading. 
Religion played a very important role in her life. The family attended 
Spruce Pine Methodist Church and she was very active in the 
women’s circle. 

thOn September 30  1954, Nuree did became the first librarian in 
Spruce Pine, when the library was located in the Town Hall building. 
There were two rooms with books from floor to ceiling. She kept 
regular library hours, assisting and encouraging students and many 
others; she also taught story hour each week and each summer 
promoted a reading contest. This was a busy place for both young 
and old and after several years, a much needed library was built. She 
continued in that location as librarian until January 1, 1974 . The 
library grew and prospered under this wonderful lady. Nuree Hall 
lived a wonderful life for 96 years. She continues to be missed by all 
who knew and loved her.

The library system has 
placed quilt blocks on all 
the libraries to honor the 
women who founded the 
libraries. The blocks are all 
flower blocks and all are 
painted in the same colors. 
The are located in 
Burnsville, Celo, 
Bakersville, Spruce Pine 
and Avery County.



Story by Kori Fidler

Spruce Pine Montessori School was established in 1972 as a 
preschool (for children ages 3–5) by three parents who desired a 
creative, active learning environment for children instead of a 
traditional daycare. For over twenty years the program was housed 
in several rooms in the basement of the Episcopal Church, serving 
thirty students with two teachers and parent volunteer participation. 
In 1993 several involved parents decided to help the school expand 
by creating and staffing an additional space for our 6 to 9 year-old 
classroom that began with four students. Demand for this program 
quickly grew, and a year later, it was moved into a small, nearby 
house purchased by some parents to accommodate the sixteen 
students in attendance. The following year saw the creation and 
staffing of a 9 to 12 year-old classroom, thus completing the 
expansion of the school into the elementary grades.

Along with this expansion came the need to house the entire 
program under one roof. In 1997, Phillip and June Frye offered the 
school the opportunity to purchase an appropriate building and the 
adjacent two acres in a perfect “campus” location downtown. 
Through diligent work and a deep commitment by the school’s staff 
and parents, money was raised to meet the down payment and 
closing costs to make the dream a reality. All renovation and repairs 
to the building (formerly an auto repair shop) and grounds to create 
the classrooms and playground spaces were made by parent 
volunteers and through donations from foundations as well as in-
kind services provided by local merchants, business, foundations, 
and contractors.

In 2007, the elementary program was quickly outgrowing it's space 
and the need to further expand was identified. A rental house on the 
property was renovated to create a classroom space for the 9 to12 
year-old classroom. The 6 to 9 year-old class also received some 
improvements, including a new front door and the addition of a new 
exit and exterior stair. 

During the 2008-09 school year, the SPMS board made the 
(exciting) decision to expand our Montessori program to include a 
toddler program. During the summer of 2009, space in the main 
building was renovated to house a new toddler program for children 
ages 1-1/2 to 3 years of age. 

Over the school's thirty seven-year history, the program has grown 
10-fold from 6 students in one room in a church basement (operated 
as a parent cooperative), to the present 51 students in five 
classrooms with five certified Montessori teachers and two teaching 
assistants.

At Spruce Pine Montessori School we believe that excellent 
education is built around supporting the whole child. Starting in our 
toddler classroom, children are nurtured in an environment that is 
designed to meet the physical, emotional, and educational needs of a 
growing child. Continuing in our 3-6 year old and elementary 
programs, our teachers help students learn personal responsibility 

Wonder of the World
Location: Spruce Pine Montessori School, 67 Walnut Ave., Spruce Pine
Painted by Cheryl Hughes, Carole Pearson, Dot Gibbs, Dottie Buker, 
Carolyn Raichle and Barbara Webster. Installed by Keith Beam.



through peaceful resolution of minor conflicts and encourage a positive outlook regarding self and 
others. The core values in each classroom are respect for oneself, for others, and for the environment. 
We strive to share the importance of observation, inspiration, communication, and independence. The 
small size of our school allows close involvement among staff, students, and parents, creating a 
powerful sense of community. Thus, children feel valued for who they are, and parents become an 
important partner in the educational process.

We felt the title of the block, Wonder of the World, exemplified our school's teaching and learning 
mission and philosophy and we like the idea of calling our students the Wonder of the World.



Spools

Location: Cross St. Commerce Center, 31 Cross St., Spruce Pine, NC
Drafted by Barbara Webster, painted by Lora Warnell, installed by Wade 
Whitson.

The Cross Street Commerce Center is an amazing building with 
a long history. Built in 1932 by a Mr. Robins, it started life as a 
144,000 square foot wood and concrete hosiery manufacturing 
facility. It was later purchased by the Hampshire Group and 
continued as a hosiery mill until 2001. All the surrounding 
homes were built by the surplus materials for mill homes. This 
plant fed many families with 600+ employees on three shifts in 
its glory days.

Today, David and Stephanie Whitson own the building. They 
have remodeled a large portion of the original building with 
roughly 120,000 square feet of useable space. It is a great place 
for banquets, weddings, life celebrations, venues, concerts, 
reunions, fundraisers, and proms, and contains office/arts space, 
a court yard, water fountains and soon a restaurant. Exposed 
brick, plank floors and giant wooden beams are just a few 
amenities.

This building is worth a look so when you come to see the quilt 
block, plan to get out of your car and go inside to ogle the 
space. They don’t build them like this anymore.



Double Vision

Location: Appalachian Eye Associates, 54 Hill St. Designed by Martin and 
Barbara Webster, painted by Edye Rollins, Calla Gouge, Margot Parker, matthew 
Mims, Chris Strom, Ken Koke, Cheryl Hughes and Barbara Webster. Installed by 
Jeff Phillips with the help of Wade Whitson of Whitson Electric.

Story by Wendy Bell

Businesses display quilt squares on their buildings for many reasons: 
some want to complement an architectural feature; others think it 
might attract customers; but for Drs. Marvin and Diane Walker “it is 
all about the colors.”  Both are optometrists whose office, 
Appalachian Eye Associates at 54 Hill Street, is highlighted by a 
square with a unique pattern -Double Vision

When they couldn’t find a traditional pattern they liked, they enlisted 
the help of Martin and Barbara Webster who turned to the  Walkers’ 
profession—optometry—for inspiration. The result is the interesting 
and colorful pattern that is exclusively theirs.

To assess color recognition, eye specialists frequently use 
pseudoisochromatic plates, each composed of a pattern of differently 
shaded dots. Within each pattern, a number is present. To a color-
deficient person, all the dots in one or more of the plates will appear 
similar or the same (isochromatic). To a  person without a color 
deficiency, some of the dots will appear dissimilar enough from the 
other dots to form a distinct figure on each of the plates 
(pseudoischromatic). 

As their pattern, the Websters used the familiar E symbol on eye 
charts in a 9 square configuration of “tumbling E’s”, and Diane 
selected the cool colors of teal, light green, and mauve for the 
foreground with smaller E’s in a lilac hue as the “hidden” letters 
arranged in the shape of a heart. The Websters came up with a result 
that is both original and eye catching. Thus, Double Vision becomes 
a truly interactive pattern because what is actually seen will depend 
totally on the color recognition ability of each viewer.
 
Like many WNC residents, the Walkers are not natives. Marvin grew 
up in Durham but from age four spent every summer in Spruce Pine 
where his love of the mountains became ingrained. Diane is an 
Alabama native who has come to love the area as much as her 
husband does. When Marvin opened his practice in 1983, there were 
three locations--Burnsville, Newland, and Spruce Pine, but all were 
consolidated into the Spruce Pine location in 1996 when the Hill 
Street property became available. They and their three daughters 
consider Mitchell County their home and enjoy the outdoors, the 
mountain scenery, and the people who live here. 

Although their quilt square pattern may have Double Vision, their 
own is single—they love living here and intend to remain.



Pine Crossings

Location: Pine Crossings Antique and Craft Store, Hwy 226 in Spruce 
Pine, 1/3 mile from the Blue Ridge Parkway. Designed and Drafted by 
Betty Altman, Painted by Al Vesely, installed by Bill Altman.

This block was designed by Betty Altman, past president of Burnsville’s 
Mountain Piecemaker’s Quilt Guild for the antique shop called Pine 
Crossings in Spruce Pine. The owners of the shop, Al and Linda Vesely, 
moved to the area in 1993 after having taught workshops at Wildacres for 
14 years while they lived in Florida where Al was a Dean at Ringling 
School of Art & Design, and Linda was Associate Dean. Both have art 
degrees, Al in drawing and painting, Linda in interior design. Those 14 
years of 3 week teaching jaunts to the mountains led them to choose to 
move here permanently.

They sell antiques and local crafts with a focus on pottery.
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Pine Crossings Quilt Block designed 
by Betty Altman



Golf Ball Boogie

Location: 2360 Swiss Pine Lake Dr., on the front of the Clubhouse at 
Grassy Creek Golf Course. Designed by Martin Webster, painted by 
Carolyn Bareford.

This block was originally designed for the home of Laura 
Nebel, a golfer living at Grassy Creek. But when the 
block was finished, she decided it belonged on the Golf 
Clubhouse so that is where it now resides. The block 
contains 13 colors. If you look carefully, you will see the 
edges of the golf ball are all straight lines!



Providence

Location: 109 Arrowhead Ridge Rd., Spruce Pine. Drafted by Deborah 
Palmer, Painted by Deborah Palmer, Caitley Symon and Janie DeVos. 
Painted by installed by Jay Carver. 

Story by Janie DeVos

I am a children’s book author living in the small community 
of Estatoe. I live quite high up on the mountain, and love all 
the deer and wild turkeys that come almost daily.

My family hails from Florida, though both of my parents are 
buried in Little Switzerland, where they had a home for 30 
years. My great grandmother was a master quilter and I still 
have several of her wonderful quilts, including a Sunbonnet 
Sue quilt.

I’m a lover of children and animals, nature and folk music. 
I’m also a stained glass artist.

The definition of Providence is "The care which God exercises 
over his creatures." (Webster's Dictionary). As such, I am very 
grounded in spirit, where I find strength, faith and hope. My 
children's books, and other work that I do are manifestations 
of that spiritual connection, and so I chose the quilt block 
Providence to remind me of that connection.

Some of the books Janie has 
written include How High Can 
You Fly?, The Path Winds 
Home, and Barthello's Wing.
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